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TRE LIBRARY: A 'I!AREN-FOR=GRANTED RESOURCE 

i n  the past f e w  
me University of mode Island campus has changed so m u d m  years 

surrounding the o ld  km&mmks familiar landmarks. 
, ~ ~ ~ . - - T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ - ~ - ~ ~ ~ d ~  program and a 

ref lect ion of the growth of the  student body t o  more than 10,000 i n  recent 

years, I understand that your 1960-1970 plans c a l l  for the construction of 

new classrooms, laboratories and residence halls, and clear ly  the pace is  

such tha t  i n  a very f e w  years the l ib rary  we are dedicating today w i l l  be a 

l a n b r k  itself, representing--to some of' us--the year 1965. 

Unfortunately, there has been i n  the past some tendency t o  regard 

l ib rar ies  as jus t  that--landnnzrks. Libraries a re  not museums, and they 

should not be treated as such. But most of us g r e w  up i n  a world i n  which 

l i b ra r i e s  were as much a part of our l ives  as our homes and our churches, and 

we have had a tendency t o  take them fo r  granted. I want t o  t a l k  t o  you a l i t t l e  

about the neglect they have suffered, as a result of t h i s  a t t i tude,  and to  

outline some specific actions that have been--and must be--taken if  the 

l i b ra r i e s  of t h i s  great Nation are t o  perform-and perform more effectively-- 

t he i r  proper ro l e  i n  a changing society, 

A l l  my life I have had the good fortune t o  have access t o  good books 

and l ib rar ies .  I n  my hometown of Harmony the l ib rary  is--to my personal 

knowledge-highly w o r t a n t  i n  the community, gives good service and serves 

the schools which do not have the i r  own l ib rar ies ,  The Harmony Library was 
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original ly  s ta r ted  by OUT volunteer fire depetrtment, with which 1 have 

been privileged t o  be associated f o r  more than 30 years. 

of the  f i r e  department have maintained an in te res t  i n  the &rmony Library,  

and have watched it grow, over the years. I a m  sure that most of you have 

A l l  the  menbers 

had similar h p - y  associations with l i b ra r i e s  since childhood. 

We--you and I-are the heirs of an idea that swep t  t h i s  country ear ly  

i n  t h i s  century and left the country dotted with libraries-the idea t h a t  the 

public l ib rary  ought t o  be *'a university f o r  the people." 

us  believe that the  public l i b ra ry  has t h i s  educational f b c t i o n ,  and just 

assume that it is being successW in discharging that role. It is t h i s  

assumption that is dangerous, misleading and f$lse--and increasingly so, as 

our c ivi l izat ion becomes increasingly complex. 

1 suppose all of 

Since ancient times, libraries have served civi l ized communities as 

storehouses of i n f o m t i o n .  The importance of t h i s  function is obvious, 

and is not t o  be be l i t t l ed ,  but over the years libraries have taken on new 

rolesr 

structure,  Today, one of' t h e i r  principii1 functions is t o  teach. 

they have become medium of communication as a part of our educational 

W e  think immediately of school l i b ra r i e s  and t h e i r  importance in  

But I a m  thinking i n  broglder terms. general and professional education. 

The educational institution-school or  college-must not only teach; it m u s t  

point the student dam the road to  knowledge, 

education has only begun, 

t o  help us @,in the  education we need on our way through l i fe .  

With school behind us, our 

Here, then, is perhaps the mfn ro le  of the library- 
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In t h i s  e f fo r t  the  school l i b ra ry  is joined by the public library. 

Together these f a c i l i t a t e  our self-development, in te l l igent  participation 

in public affairs, and our pursuit of special  interests. 

Now, just half-a-dozen years ago it m a  my pleasure-at the invitation 

of' the  American Library Association-to speak t o  may of the Ration's 

l ibrar ians  a t  t h e i r  annual meeting. 

when every ins t i tu t ion  concerned with mintaining a free and informed 

cit izenry is playing a c r i t i c a l  part i n  th i s  Ration's destiny. 

i n  American l i fe  is playing a more c r i t i c a l  par t  than our public libraries 

because these libraries are the mainstay of our communications structure,  

They are indispensable i n  t h i s  era of science and technology, of far-flung 

interests  abroad, of times when every thinking person needs the information, 

the hckground, tha t  only reading can give. 

I pointed out tha t  these a re  times 

N o  ins t i tu t ion  

I also pointed out a t  that time that the l ib rary ' s  part ~ann0.t; be a 

pssive one-that dynamic act ion is called f o r  on the prt  of librarians, 

t rustees  and the f k i e n h  of librarians-because the  t o t a l  needs of our people 

f o r  education and information must be met-our future advancement rests on 

that. 

f discovered tha t  t h i s  need m s  not being m e t  when-in the ear ly  195%- 

the plight of the Nation's public l i b ra r i e s  was first brought t o  my attention. 

It seemed to  me  a severe indictment of our society that mny people i n  t h i s  

country-especially i n  the srnaller tm and r u r a l  areas-=had no libraries. 

It was appalling t o  me that one person i n  seven i n  t h i s  country-some 

25 million people-had no access t o  a l ib rary  fo r  pleasure or enlightenment. 
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In 1956 I had the honor of introducing into the House of Representatives 

a bill-which after it became l a w  m s  called the Library Services Act. 

made seven-and-one-half million dollars of Federal money available annually 

t o  State and local governments t o  a i d  i n  the developzent of more adequate 

library services. As a direct  resu l t  of this ,  within the next four years 

more than 30 million rural people received new or improved public l ibrary 

services 

It 

I am happy to  add tha t  the Act was extended in 1960 and was amended 

It was amended again, due i n  1964 t o  extend its use into non-rural areas. 

i n  part t o  my awn efforts,  and for  the first time i n  f i s c a l  year 1965 it 

provides Federal funds for construction. 

basis and local public l ib rary  construction is  already, I understand, shaping 

up t o  benefit some 10 million Americans a t  a total  cost of about $20 million, 

about one-third of which is Federal money. Here i n  Rhode Island, public 

l ib rar ies  i n  F’rovidence, Bristol, Portsmouth and Westerly are i n  line t o  

benefit 

This construction i s  on a mtching 

To those of you who have just raised some $2 million for  the construction 

of a l ibrary,  I do not need t o  dwell on present-day construction expenses. Nor 

do I need t o  dwell on the cost  of stocking empty l ibrary shelves a t  a t i m e  when 

more than 25,000 different titles are being published each year, and the  cost 

of l ibrary books is almost $7 a copy. Nor do I need t o  awe11 on the complementary 

ro le  of State, local  and Federal financing of t h i s  tremendous task i n  the  interest  

of benefitting a l l  our citizenry. 

represent-I a m  told-the Nation’s largest  single source of trained and educated 

mnpmer. 

Federal and State cooperative effor ts .  

hnd-grant colleges--such as t h i s  University-- 

And they a l so  represent-I knm--one of our earlier American 
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I do nut wi3h t o  imply that al l  the problems of the public l ib rary  

s y s t e m  have been resolved. 

contribution t o  many of our peat problems of general concern, including two 

i n  which we all have a special in te res t?  

But a t  least now the l i b ra r i e s  can make a greater 

aging and juvenile delinquency, 

A s  a l l  of you know who have followed my record i n  the Congress uv-er 

the  past 14 years-or who read the excellent a r t i c l e  i n  last Sunday's 

New York Times  magazine, "This is the Age of the Aged" --I have long been 

concerned with one of the great paradoxes of the modern world-that m e d i c a l  

and social  problems have a r i sen  d i r ec t ly  out of our conquest of the infectious 

diseases and our increase i n  l i fe  spen. W e  can eqect  a continued increase 

i n  those burdens tha t  weigh so hmvi ly  on the aged--ncw some 18 million uf 

our peopler health problems, occupational difficulties, lower income, 

unsatisfbctory l iv ing  conditions, loneliness. 

The National Library Association five or six years ago outlined its 

objectivces in regard t o  the aged. 

how the  public l ib rary  renders direct  service t o  the  elderly; supplies middle- 

It has spelled out i n  congressional testimony 

age groups with literature on retirement pbm, housing and incone; coordinates 

interested civic groups and educational program; and assists personnel who 

work with the aged through books, film and eh ib i t s .  

Another group especially needful of l ib rary  services is the young 

a t  c r i t i c a l  ages. 

metropolitan sections, drawn by q-to-date  mterfal on the space age, sports, 

career opportunities. 

beckon constantly t o  every child. Amin, the National Library Association's 

libraries stand as one of our great bulwarks againat the terrible waste of 

juvenile delinquency. 

I have seen young people come to  public libraries i n  

And 1 have seen t h i s  i n  d i s t r i c t s  where crime and violence 
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One final word about OUT public l ibrar ies!  As Cha imn  of' the Home 

Subcommittee d l rec t ly  concerned with natters of health and education, 1 

have had an opportunity over the years t o  assist i n  the prodding of Federal 

funds under the Library Services and Construction Act. 

with its growth f r o m  $7.5 million i n  1956 t o  $55 million in 1965. 

it should be $155 million, and I have repeatedly egressed t h i s  opinion. 

It is still my hope that a Senate-House conference m y  increase the amount 

of Federal m d s  in t h i s  pTogreLm. 

1 a m  not content 

I believe 

13ut I want t o  discuss another problem with you, very briefly. In  nry 

opinion it is as urgent a znatter 88 the  89th Congress is l i ke ly  t o  consider, 

and it involves l ib rary  ficilities-those i n  medical schools, 

1 have introduced a bill--H*R- 600f-to help us cum t o  grips with 

a c r i s i s  i n  medical l i b ra r i e s  that has developed within the past  few decades 

Without anyone being very much a w e  of it. 

the world's f i nes t  research i m t i t u t i o n s  and equipping them and providing them 

with well-trained scient is ts ,  we haxe allowed our medical l i b ra r i e s  t o  decay. 

While we have increased the orttflow of medical research achievements u n t i l  

every da i ly  paper has a new medical accomplishment to report-while we have 

increased the number of sc i en t i f i c  papers by the thcrmnds-we have only added 

t o  the inefficiency of the poorly stafY'ed, badly housed, neglected repositories 

of a11 t h i s  new knowledge, 

is knowledge of no conceivable use t o  heal the sick, t o  comfort the ill, t o  

improve the health of the American people. 

While we have been busy building 

And new knowledge tha t  is stored--and never used- 
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The l l b ra r i e s  themselves thus b e c o ~ ~ ?  impediments to  the moving of 

m e d i c i n e  out of the Laboratory, t o  the patient. 

abundance of sc ien t i f ic  information which we are not equipped to  handle. 

W e  are swamped with an 

k summry, my b i n - a d  a similar one introduced in the  Senate by 

my colleague, Senator Hill-- calls f o r  assistance i n  rehabi l i ta t ing existing 

and constructing new medical l ib rar ies ,  ass i s t ing  research and t ra ining in 

the  field of l ib rary  science, and supporting nonprofit biomedical publications. 

It iet hoped that t h i s  w i l l  start to  bring some order out of the present chaos 

and prevent fkture publicationa from becoming, i n  the words of a recent 

Presidential Commission, "an exercise i n  f u t i l i t y .  

A large-scale & t i o m 1  e f f o r t  is going to  be needed t o  redeem these 

N o  one agency can do the  job-it will take the medical m e d i c a l  l ib rar ies .  

schools, the Federal and State  Governments, and private foundations. 

part, 1 pledge my Rrll support t o  t r y  t o  achieve w h a t  needs t o  be dune at  

the Federal level. 

of Fedeml fun& by urging passage of t h i s  legis la t ion by every means a t  

your dispczsal. 

For my 

I urge you t o  give your f'ull support t o  t h i s  expenditure 

I believe tha t  t h i s  shocking state of conditions in medical l i b ra r i e s  

c a m e  about i n  the s a m e  way that the Nation's public l ib rary  s y s t e m  fell in to  

difficulties. It c a m e  about because we took both of these resources f o r  granted. 

hope that we have learned R lesson, here, and w i l l  recognize once more that 

our libraries--like that fk.eedom which they so w e l l  sem-can ' t  be left t o  

fend for themselves, but nnzst be cherished and nouriahed, if they a r e  t o  survive. 


